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WHY I PLEDGE TO THE CHURCH OF THE MEDIATOR 
 
by Kathleen Hogan-Garrett 
Mediatorite, August 9, 2020 edition 
 
This is my testimonial regarding stewardship, on behalf of the Hogan & Garrett family, 
as we begin the season in our church when we pledge our money and ourselves to 
another year of walking the Jesus Way...being his hands and feet at work for one 
another, comforted and motivated by the Holy Spirit, and being God’s love in the world. 
Having come to the Episcopal Church via marriage, what I have come to experience 
about the annual ritual of stewardship, in the Episcopal tradition, it is a recommitment to 
Love, Discipleship and Hope. 
 
A recommitment to love. Love for God and all that he has given to us. Love for a place, 
a house that feels like home, the Church of the Mediator, our charming building & nave.  
Love for the Church of the Mediator, our family in Christ, and all our brothers and sisters 
who actively love and care for one another and our community. So, our response and 
value is to respond with love, like one does for their family...to share generously of 
money, time, and self!   
 
A recommitment to discipleship. How Jesus calls us to act and be in the world, so often 
supported and facilitated by his Church of the Mediator. Our approach to this, examine 
our current ministry work, and how we can align our gifts to best support the ministries 
of the Church of the Mediator. How our resources and capabilities are needed for the 
operational budget, our staff and Vestry, ministries, or the new initiatives needed right 
now in our lives and our community (think: Online Worship, Re-entry Task Force, 
outdoor Mediator Worship Circles, Mobile Food Pantry, Neighbor by Neighbor, and 
ways to maintain our web of fellowship during a pandemic). 
 
A recommitment to hope. I’ve always loved the feeling of hope that arrives with the 
stewardship season, maybe not the campaign itself but, the recommitment tradition.  It's 
the hope of the Church of the Mediator realized today and the hope for our church 
tomorrow.  
 
In these pandemic times, hope seems more like a constant companion. Sometimes 
hope flags, overtaken by the anxiety, doubt, and fear of our chaotic world. This 
happened to Jesus’s disciples in Matthew’s miracle story about a chaotic storm on a 
lake and their fear of seeing an unknown figure approaching their boat like a ghost 
walking on the water. Then Jesus said, “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.”   
 
Interestingly, whenever I’ve had or made the opportunity to engage with our church 
family, I have courage, I’m not afraid and feel safe, or my Mediator brothers and sisters 
reach out and keep me from sinking, like Jesus did for Peter in the same  story.  Thus, I 
have hope, Jesus is with us, the Church of the Mediator, lifting us out of the chaos and 
reminding us to have courage, and not to be afraid, “It is I.” I have hope, we WILL be 
together again, in-person, as a family, inside our church home. 
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I ask you to pray and contemplate those things that bring you to a place of 
recommitment to our church home.  Give generously of yourself.  Give generously of 
your time.  Give generously of your money.   Don’t be afraid, Jesus is with us and will lift 
us out of the chaos. We are his “small but mighty church.” 
 


