
1 
 

Year A Trinity Sunday 

Gun Violence Prevention Sunday 

Genesis 1.1-2, 4a; Psalm 8; 2 Corinthians 13.11-13; Matthew 28.16-20 

 

 For the Word of God in Scripture 

 For the Word of God among us 

 For the Word of God within us 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Today is Trinity Sunday. Today is Gun Violence Prevention 

Sunday. Today is also another Sunday in a string of pandemic 

Sundays where we find ourselves alone. Today is a Sunday in which 

our souls have been pierced by all that we have witnessed this past 

week … inflaming our rage, making us feel numb, wordless, helpless.  

 Yet today is a day that that we can take a deep breath (or 

several) open our eyes to new reality, and focus on what we can do 

and with what little we are in our little corner of the world to make 

it better. We are required to be and to do as our Lord intended. We 

are to love … beyond all measure … we are to love.  

 The church, as we know it today, was born on Pentecost, which 

we celebrated last Sunday. We need to pray and to discern what the 
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church of tomorrow is to look like as we transition into this new 

world during the next few weeks. As we will be leaving our 

quarantine behind, how is it that we wish to re-engage with the rest 

of the world? How do we reconcile? How will we move forward both 

as congregation and individually? # 

 Today’s Gospel commissioned the apostles, disciples … and us 

… to begin again. As in Genesis, God commissioned Adam, in 

Matthew God commissions all of us.  We are called to go forth into 

the world making disciples of all … being and living out lives that 

show the way of love to all. In Paul’s letter to the Corinthians we are 

called to put things in order.# 

 I don’t know how this feels to you today … in our present 

circumstances … as we see the good, the bad and the ugly … taking 

place. How do we manage to be who we are to be as we feel helpless 

in this time and place. How do we prepare for re-entry into the 

world out there that has been changed forever for each and every 

one of us? How can we make use of the time that has been given to 
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us, perhaps given to get our priorities straight when we face re-

entry? Where does one begin? # 

 Perhaps for today, let us consider the implications of what our 

church has designated as Gun Violence Prevention Sunday. This is 

but one of many issues that need addressing, and it is an important 

one. 

 Today we wear orange as a recognition of what we stand for. 

We wear orange in memory of Hadiya Pendleton who was shot and 

killed in Chicago at the age of 15, just one week after performing at 

President Obama’s 2nd inaugural parade in 2013. Her friends chose 

the color of hunters. “Don’t shoot me” it says.# 

 I speak to you this morning as one who has led congregations 

through times of horrendous grief, sadness and shock at the 

needless deaths of those who happen to be in the wrong place at the 

wrong time. Those who died violently due to mass shootings. I not 

only had to deal with my own personal grief, but how to lead 

congregations through their own grieving process.  
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 My first experience was as a chaplain of Westminster 

Canterbury, a large retirement community in Lynchburg VA. The 

event was the mass shooting at Virginia Tech that occurred on April 

6, 2007. How was I to be pastor to a group of folks, many of whom 

were Virginia Tech alums, who in their final years, needed a way to 

respond to this crisis spiritually, mentally and physically as best 

they could. We prayed, we talked, and then at a special service, we 

mourned together. We prayed by name for each one who had died in 

that needless mass shooting and for the perpetrator. As the names 

were called, a member of the community came forth and accepted a 

rose in that person’s name and committed to pray for he or she and 

for their family for the coming year. 

 Fast forward to December 14, 2012. The Sandy Hook 

Elementary School shooting in Newtown, Connecticut. Again, we 

distributed flowers, each with the name of a victim on it with 

parishioners at St. Peter’s in Altavista, VA committing to a year of 

prayer for them and their families. 
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 June 17, 2015, Charleston, SC, Mother Emanuel AME Church. 

We closed the doors of our St. John’s that Sunday to both stand and 

worship with our sisters and brothers of color at Union Baptist 

Church, our neighbors around the corner in Glasgow, Virginia. (We 

nailed a sign on our front door to let visitors know where to find us.) 

We distributed flowers once again to the mixed gathering of people 

committing to pray for the families of victims and perpetrator.# 

 Eventually there were so many more deaths that I ran out of 

money for flowers. # 

 In the meantime the frequency and horror of mass shootings … 

not only those major ones, but the smaller ones … the ones in some 

of our neighborhoods … gang shootings, unintentional hits … 

domestic violence …continues to grow.  

 And now, this week, by Tuesday, the guns came out. 

 Did you know that gun sales equal that of toilet paper 

purchased during this pandemic? Did you know that gun shops were 

considered “essential” businesses during this time? Are you aware 
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that “ghost” guns are easily built and assembled through 3D printing 

and there is no way to trace them? Have you thought about the 

increase in domestic violence during a time of quarantine? Last 

weekend in Chicago alone there were 19 deaths and 63 injuries due 

to gun violence. 

 I believe that, because of the structure of our church and our 

call to be loving witnesses to the call of Jesus, we are in a position to 

be pro-active in this movement.  And, our actions are always in 

community with other denominations and faith communities.  

 The Episcopal Church Policy for Action Office of Governmental 

Relations, at the direction of the governing body of The Episcopal 

Church, through the General Convention, has advocated for Gun 

Violence Prevention since 1995 beginning with support for the 

federal ban on assault weapons. (EC 2/95) Each General Convention 

since that time has passed resolutions for Gun Violence prevention. 

  “Bishops united against Gun Violence” was formed after Sandy 

Hook. Their mission statement reads as follows: 
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We are an ad hoc group of nearly 100 Episcopal bishops who 

have come together to explore means of reducing the appalling 

levels of gun violence in our society, and to advocate for 

policies and legislation that saves lives. (Among the 100 is our 

own Bishop Whayne.) 

We believe in a God of life in the face of death who calls our 

church to speak and act decisively against the unholy trinity of 

poverty, racism and violence.  

In the struggle against these evils, our group offers four 

contributions. 

1. Supporting Public liturgy, including processions, vigils 

and prayer services to commemorate the dead and 

inspire the living. 

2. Spiritual support for those living with gun shot wounds, 

with grief, with fear and with temptation and 

hopelessness, and advocacy for broader and easier access 

to mental health services for those at risk of suicide. 
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3. Sound teaching for those yearning of bring an ethic of 

Christian compassion and concern for the common good 

to bear on debates regarding unjust economic and legal 

structures, public safety, individual rights and our 

responsibilities to one another as children of God. And 

4. Persistent advocacy for common sense gun safety 

measures that enjoy the support of owners and non-gun 

owners alike, such as: 

a. Handgun purchaser licensing 

b. Background checks on all gun purchasers 

c. Restrictions on gun ownership by domestic abusers 

d. Classification of gun trafficking as a federal crime 

e. Encouragement for the development of “smart gun” 

technology 

f. Federal funding for research into gun violence 

prevention strategies 

g. Safe storage of firearms. 



9 
 

  “Episcopalians against gun violence” has emerged from this 

group. 

 Following the Sandy Hook mass shooting A Holy Week Way of 

the Cross was organized to go from St. John’s on Lafayette Square to 

Capitol Hill with a liturgy created especially for the occasion. The 

walk, and particularly the reflections of each station, reflected the 

commitment to transformational change then the proclamation of 

God’s hope to the world. 

 In Chicago, where gun violence has long been a concern, 

Episcopalians from across northern Illinois and their partners in 65 

faith-based and civic organizations marched in CROSS walk, a four 

mile procession to remember Chicago’s murdered youth. They say 

that “CROSSwalk calls us to pray, to build relationship and to act as 

though our lives depend on us. And they do.” 

 Back inn DC, the Washington National Cathedral partnered 

with Faiths United to Prevent Gun Violence to present a series of 

events to mark a Gun Violence Prevention Sabbath Weekend; 
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religious leaders, members of congress, gun control advocates, law 

enforcement, medical and mental health professionals gathered.  

 Episcopalians have lobbied legislators to support gun-control 

laws, visited gun venders, hosted gun buybacks, created artwork 

memorializing gun-violence victims, preached about gun violence 

and observed a Gun Violence Prevention Sabbath. 

 Across the country the church has joined with other faith 

groups in this work as well. Locally, we are part of the Keeping the 

Peace Committee of Interfaith Action, that is co-chaired by Vicki 

Shroeder of St. Augustine’s and whose membership includes Rev. 

Diane and myself. The actions of this group prevented Berrien 

County (one of the very few in the nation, if not the only in the 

state,) from becoming a “Second Amendment Sanctuary” or “Gun 

Sanctuary” County. This description  refers to states, counties, or 

localities in the United States that have adopted laws 

or resolutions to stop or impede the enforcement of certain gun 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FNon-binding_resolution&data=02%7C01%7C%7C1545324cf26448590aec08d7a58b701c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637159890603672301&sdata=g1Zm6%2FlNaXVeeUpTDwRb3a8alITR6Iotn6NihiohwCA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FGun_control&data=02%7C01%7C%7C1545324cf26448590aec08d7a58b701c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637159890603682312&sdata=1ev7%2FAOkPvzf30req%2B0BPFM498XwWYWW3H9Fm1y1cYo%3D&reserved=0
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control measures such as universal gun background checks, high 

capacity magazine bans, assault weapon bans, red flag laws, etc. 

Rob Burgess of St. Augustine’s, our litanist for this morning, is a 

member of the Episcopal Peace Fellowship through which the 

national Episcopal Gun Violence Prevention group is organized.   

 As we consider this issue of violence so in opposition to the  

love emanating from the Holy Trinity to combat the “evil trinity of 

poverty, racism and violence” (as the Bishops so eloquently named 

them) there is only one way forward. 

 I don’t need to tell you that the world we are facing on that day 

when we are able to re-enter life it will be in a very new and very 

different way. We know that gun sales were exempted from non-

essential business. We know that gun sales have spiked, even for 

first-time gun owners. We know that assault rifles are purchased at 

an increasingly high level following any disaster related to gun 

violence and even the pandemic. 

  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FUniversal_background_check&data=02%7C01%7C%7C1545324cf26448590aec08d7a58b701c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637159890603692317&sdata=RjX3JcXzNp2grqV6enbjDiEngDm%2BLyN1q8emFqTXyJo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FHigh-capacity_magazine_ban&data=02%7C01%7C%7C1545324cf26448590aec08d7a58b701c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637159890603702322&sdata=ZDHTvzQU6agIs5n9ysbaTZZjRHkz1FyJtkyUKXMZbMY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FHigh-capacity_magazine_ban&data=02%7C01%7C%7C1545324cf26448590aec08d7a58b701c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637159890603702322&sdata=ZDHTvzQU6agIs5n9ysbaTZZjRHkz1FyJtkyUKXMZbMY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FAssault_weapons_legislation_in_the_United_States&data=02%7C01%7C%7C1545324cf26448590aec08d7a58b701c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637159890603712333&sdata=RdrtsQ%2FC4Q2IQg8LpAbdR3sFFWkFtPDKbatuMuL9NZI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FRed_flag_laws&data=02%7C01%7C%7C1545324cf26448590aec08d7a58b701c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637159890603722344&sdata=scMcxgy0i4trn35Vb0YTYPWNln9glkLajdTS%2FpJ0HI0%3D&reserved=0
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 We are called to use the only weapon that we have … love. We 

are called to act and to speak in the name of love.  

 How might you live out your baptismal promise when thinking 

about these things? Where is it that you may break into the 

conversation and/or be the voice of love at any given moment?  

 Responding, response and responsibility are woven into our 

baptismal vows. Please, take time this week, to pray about these 

things.# What one small step might you make? Maybe just wearing 

an orange ribbon?# 

 May we, on this Trinity Sunday, despite our pierced souls yet 

with passion in our hearts, receive the commission of Jesus Christ as 

called for in the Gospel of Matthew. May we honor the God of 

creation and love and hope in all that lies ahead of us in all we do 

and say and with our total being. May we be the continuation of the 

Good News that the world needs right now. 

 In the name of our creator, our redeemer, and our sanctifier.  

 Amen. 


